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SAMUEL FHITCHENS. | 
Biſeucal, near | Redruth, Cornwall. 
7. Son, Samuel Hitchens, was born on the 
M 23d of March 1723. He was brought up 
| to read and write. But he had almoſt for- 
zot that, and every thing which is good, until Gop 
ent his Miniſters i into theſe Farts alſo, to call Sinners 
to Repentance. He was ſoon very deeply convinced of 
Sin : Particularly, in the Beginning of Fanuary, 1744. 
while Mr. Reeves was praying in my Houſe, In the 
Middle of our Prayer, L fell to the Ground, and cried « 
ſo hard, that it greatly ſurprized us all. We were met. 
to take our Leave of Mr. Reewes and Jobn Daniel, who © 
were going to Briſtal. Mr. Reeves raiſed him up, and 
ſtrove to comfort him. But he ſtill cried out, He 
was a loſt, undone Sinner.“ In the Morning they ſet 
out before it was Day. Samuel would needs go with 
them. He had not rode fix Miles, before Gop ſpoke 
Peace to his Soul. He rode about ten Miles further, 


and then retura'd home rejoicing, 
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2. But it was not long before his Faith was tried. 
The Devil firſt ſtrove to reaſon him out of it. But he 
could not prevail. Then he ſtirred up the World a- 
gainſt him. They came in Multitudes, threatning to 
kill us all, and broke down the Door and all the Win- 
dows of the "Houſe, where we uſed to meet. After we 
had repair'd theſe, they came and tore down the Houſe 
itſelf, ſwearing they would tear down the Houſe alſo 
where he lived. And we were forced to ſtop up the 
Chamber Windows as well as we could, or we ſhould 
have been ſton'd as we lay in our Beds. 

3. When this did not move him, they got a War- 
rant, and came to preſs him for a Soldier, much about 
| the Time that they had preſſed the Rev. Mr. Grave, 
at St. Juſt, and carried him on board the Man of War. 
And ſeveral of our Neighbours who were quiet, in- 
duſtrious Men, they did preſs, by virtue of that War- 
rant, and carried them away from their Work, and 
Wives and Families. But Göp ſuffered them not to 
touch him, tho" he was daily in his Shop, and going 

up and down about his Buſineſs. - 

4. But he was not ſo well aware of another Snare 
which was laid for him : For ſoon after, having ſome 
Thoughts of Marriage, he gave way by little and little, 
till he found his Heart was quite drawn away from 
Gop. Hereby he was quickly plunged into utter Dark- 
neſs of Soul, and fell under ſtronger Convictions than 
at firſt, He often told his Brother, He was in 
Hell.” He wandered about in the Fields by Night, 
feeling Reſt, but finding none: and often threw himſelf 
on the Earth, and beat his Head againſt the Ground. 
And once when his Brother and ſeveral others were 
preſent, he caſt himſelf on the Ground, roaring aloud 
for the Diſquietneſs of his Heart, and beat and cut him 
ſelf in ſeveral Places. 

- $5. He was quite delivered in a Moment, in 3 
ber laſt, and the Lord was with him as at the firſt, But 
after this Deliverance, he began more ſenſibly to feel 
his Want of inward Holineſs. He had always walk'd 

very circumſpealy, having a tender Conſcience, even 


tn the ſmalleſt Things, avoiding all "git Diſcourſe, 
and 


rr 
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and finding conſtant Power over Anger, his Boſom-Sin, 
But this did not make him ſhut his Eyes againſt the 
Light, which ſhewed him the Corruptions of his Heart. 
And this Knowledge, in particular, he was willing to 
learn, even from the meaneſt Inſtrument. Nor did it 
coſt any one much Trouble to teach him; for he was 
indeed a Man that feared always : Being ſo jealous of 

his own Heart and Conduct, that half a Sentence, ſome- 
times a Single Word, or even a Look, would ſhew 
him what was amiſs. And Reproof, inſtead of falling 
ſhort, would frequently ſtrike much deeper than was 
intended. 

6. He was very zealous for the Lonxp, and had 
great Opportunities of ſhewing it in his daily Buſineſs. 
For Abundance of Tinners came to his Shop (he being 
a Smith by Trade) both at Morning and Mid-day and 
in the Evening, to have their Tools repair d. Theſe he 
continually exhorted and reproved, with great Boldneſs 
and Plainneſs of Speech And yet ſo meekly, that few 
of them went away angry, and the greater Part were 
quite in love with him. 

7. His common Hours of Sleep, were between E- 
leven and Five. He was very diligent in his Labour. 
Yet he could not refrain from breaking it off now and 
then, to go up into a little Room, which he had pur- 

ſely built juſt over his Shop, and pour out his Soul 

efore God, But he ſoon made up the Time he had 


thus employ'd, ſo that no neceſſary Buſineſs was neg- 
lected 


8. He had frequent and fore Conflicts with the Ene- 
my of Souls, who was permitted to fift him with divers 
Temptations, One of the moſt dreadful was, Doubt- 
ing the Being of a Gop ; but out of this alſo the Loxn 


deliver'd him. 


9. His Love of Souls cannot eaſily be deſcribed, 
eſpecially thoſe that were more immediately under his 
Care. If any Thing was amiſs in his Claſs or Band, he 
often felt the Weight, before he diſcovered the Rea- 
ſon of it; and would lay it home to them with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs, till he had found out the ac- 
curſed Things, But * Love was by no Means m_ 
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ned to theſe. He would lament over Sinners of every 
Kind, thoſe eſpecially who would not hear the Call of 
God, with inexpreſſible Grief and Tenderneſs. The 
Prophet Jeremiah was in this his particular Favourite. 
He uſed to tell much concerning The Weeping Pro- 
phet: And was often ſaying to himſelf, O that my 
Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears ! 
1F ye will not hear, my Soul ſhall weep for you in ſecret 
Places. 

10, By this eager Love of Souls, he was even con- 
ftrain'dat the Time we had no Preacher among us, him- 
ſelf to exhort, firſt our own, and then other Societies, 
ty continue in the Grace of GoD. But he had many ſharp 
Trials concerning this, fearing he ſhould run before he 
was ſent: Till one Day in May laſt, being in deep Diſ- 
treſs, he went up into his Room, threw himſelf down 
before Gop, and ceaſed not to wreſtle with him in 
Prayer, till all his Doubts fled away, and he was fully 
convinced what was the Will of Gop concerning him. 

11. He often complain'd, that the World was a 
\ Burden to him, and he wanted to be wholly ſequeſter'd 
from it. But Gop convinced him at length, this was 
not right. © I now, ſaid he, ſee plainly, there is ſuch 
a Thing as going thro' any Buſineſs, and taking all 

rudent Care, yet fo as it ſhall only paſs thro' our 
ds without either troubling or intangling our 
Hearts.“ 

12. For ſome Time he was under another Miſtake. 
He was even to an Extreme, negligent of his Apparel, 
thinking it was below the Character of a Chriſtian, 
to have any, the leaſt Concern about it. But after- 
wards he was clearly convinced, that in this alſo he 
had gone too far, and that a Chriſtian ought even by 
* outward Neatneſs, to ſhew forth the Purity of his 

ind. OS | * | 

13. The laſt great Temptation into which he fell, 
was that of denying to the Body even what was neceſſa- 
ry for its Support. Though he worked hard at his 
own Buſineſs, and ſpent his Strength very much, in all 
the Intervals of his Work, in going up and down and 
exhorting the Societies, he could not be prevailed on 
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to take any Cordial, or any Thing for the preſerving 
his Lungs. For a conſiderable Time before he was 
ſick, he wholly abſtain'd from Fleſh. And even other 
Victuals he took at his Father's Table, as if he was 
ſtealing it; and it ſeem'd by his Manner, as if he ſel- 
dom or never eat ſo as to ſatisfy Nature. The Error 
of this was not ſhew'd him, till a Day or two before he 
was taken ill! When he was fully convinced, That ſee- 
ing the Body as well as the Soul is committed to our 
Charge, we ought with Prudence and Moderation to 
uſe al proper Means, for preſerving the one as well as 
the other. 

14. This Temptation, I believe, began and ended, 
while he walked in the broad Light of Gop's Counte- 
nance : which he enjoy'd with little Intermiſſion for two 
or three Months before his laſt Sickneſs. Indeed it in- 
creaſed very much toward the Period of his Life: He 
ſaw the Corruptions that remained in his Heart. But 
tho' they were not deſtroyed, yet they were faſt bound, 
ſo that they could not hurt him. The only Shadow of 
Doubt which he had was this : Whether the Peace he 
had was not too great, while Sin remain'd ? But this 
was but a few Moments at a Time. And © e'er he 
was aware (he ſaid) his Soul flew back and center'd in 
A 

15. On Wedneſday, Aug. 13. John Trembath, be- 
ing ill of a malignant Fever, aud as it was believed 
both by himſelf and others, ready to depart, deſired to 
take his Leave of the Family. Samuel ſtoop'd down to 
kiſs him, and was immediately ſenfible he had caught 

the Diſtemper, However he met the Society in the 
Evening, and was unuſually vehement in Prayer. 
| Thurſday, the 14th, he continued working at his Trade, 
till about Four in the Afternoon. Being then obliged 
to leave off, he came in to his Parents, and ſaid, he 
was not well. He talk'd of Sickneſs and Death with 
as much Eaſe as of going to ſleep, and moſtly with a 
ſmiling Countenance. Towards Evening he took his 
| Bed; As he lay down he ſaid, Once I laid on this 
Bed, full of Guilt and Fears ; but now they are all ta- 
ken away. Bleſſed be the Gop and Father of our 0 
e ESUS 
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Jurvs Cnaisr, for ſending his Meſſengers into theſe 


arts Now is the Harveſt come. Now I ſhall reap | 


the End of all my Prayers.” 

16. About Nine his Mother and I came to him, 
and he faid, © Mother, you are troubled about many 
Things. 1 know you have a great Croſs now Sickneſs 
is in the Houſe, over and above the Care of this large 
Family. Father, you muſt bear your Part. There is 


a Want in you both. You are religious ſingly : But 


you are not free in confeſſing your Faults and Tempta- 
tions one to another. It weu'd be a great Help, if 
you wou'd ict apart a Time for this, for the Family in 
general once a Week. Gop has made you an Inſtru- 
ment of keeping his little Flock together in this Place, 
I believe you do it with all your Heart. Let us do it 
chearfully, and He will greatly bleſs us all.“ 

17. He paſſed the Night without Sleep; but conti- 
nually praiſing Gop, and exhorting all that came in his 
Sight. To one who ſtood by him he ſaid, I open'd 


my Bible to Day, on the cxii P/alm, Take the Prayer- 


book and find it.”” She did fo, and he took eſpecial 


Notice of the 6th, 7th, and 8th Verſes. ** Tis iweet, 


ſaid he, to ſpeak thoſe Words experimentally: He hall 
newer be moved. He will not be afraid of any evil Ti- 


dings; for his Heart flandeth faſt, believing in the 


LORD, His Heart is flabliſbed, and will not rink, until 
be ſhall ſee his Defire upon his Enemies. | 

18, In the Morning, Friday, 15. He was full of 
the Spirit of Grace, and of Supplication: Always ex- 
preſſing an unſhaken Confidence in Gov, and making 
ſtrong Interceſhons for the Church. O, ſaid he, 
cou'd I but ſee the Church of CHRIST, in Peace and 


Unity! Of one Heart, and of one Mind! Then 1 


ſhould die rejoicing indeed !“ | 


19. Thr: ce f the Leaders of Claſſes coming in, he | 


ſaid, We have been neglectful in one Thing, in not 
pong more diligently alter Backfliders, and bringing 

ack the Sheep that were loſt O it is a great Thing, 
to bring one Soul unto the Loxp ! Let me defire you to 
remember it for the Time to come.“ One of them 


aſked, Shall I pray for you?“ He ſaid, © Ves: but 


do 
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do not pray for my Recovery. After praying, he afk- 
ed, How do you find yourſelf now?“ He ſaid, Clear 
of Doubt: Full of Gov.” 58 3 | 

20. The Man coming to him who uſed to work with 
him in the Shop, he ſaid, John, how is the Caſe be- 
tween God and your Soul? Of late you have not been 
ſo earneſt as you was. Why do you not join in the So- 
Ciety ? I believe you are kept from outward Sin. But 
that will not do.“ A few Days after the Man came to 

me, deſiring to be admitted into the Society, and ſay ing, 
He hoped the Words wou'd never go out of his Mind, 
and that he ſhould never reſt till he knew the Lok.“ 

21. Speaking of ſome who were intangled with in- 
ordinate Affection, and talked of their © wanting to 
know the Will of Gop,“ he ſaid, ©* When we can give 
up our own Wills, then we ſhall know the Will of 
Gop. And when that is known and carefully follow- 
ed, all Temptations of this Kind are at an End.” 

22. He aſk'd one who was much with him, 


Are you willing to die ?” And on her ſaying, If 1 


knew it was the Will of Goo, I could lie down and not 
leave a Wiſh behind: He anſwered, ** I think I am 
drawn twe Ways. I have a ſtrong Deſire to depart and 
to be with CaRIsT ; but ſometimes I am drawn a little 
backward, not knowing whether my abiding a while in 
the Fleſb, may not be for the Glory of Gov. Theſe 
are two oppoſite Points. When they are brought to 
meet, my Way will lie ſtrait before me.“ : 

23. He often made her repeat thoſe Lines of Dr. 
Watts's : | 


« Say, Live for ever, glorious King, 
Born to redeem and ſtrong to ſave! 


And catch'd the two next from her, repeating with 
Triumph, 


« Then aſk the Monſter, where's his Sting ? 
And where's thy Victory, boaſting Grave? 


* The ſame Perſon who wrote Part of this 3 4 
| 1 24. Thoſe 


% | 3 | 
24. Thoſe three Verſes in one of the Funeral Hymns 
he was almoſt continually repeating, | 


* Thou know'ſt, in the Spirit of Prayer, 
We groan thy Appearing to ſee, 
Reſign'd to the Burden we bear 
But longing to triumph with Thee. 
Tis good, at thy Word tobe here, 
Tis better in Thee to be gone, 
And ſee Thee in Glory appear, 
And riſe to a Share of thy Throne. 


To mourn for thy Coming is ſweet, 
To weep at thy longer Delay: 
But Thou whom we haſten to meet 
Shalt chaſe all our Sorrows away. 
The Tears ſhall be wip'd from our Eyes, 
When Thee we behold in the Cloud, 
And echo the Joys of the Skies, 
And ſhout to the Trumpet of Gop. 


« Come then to thy languiſhing Bride, 
Who went'ſt to prepare us a Place, 
Receive us with Thee to abide, 
And reft in thy Mercy's Embrace. 
Our Heaven of Heavens be This, 
Thy Fulneſs of Mercy to prove, 
Implung'd in the glorious Abyſs, 
And loſt in the Ocean of Love.“ 


25. Elizabeth Thomas being with him on Friday 
Night, he afced her to pray, and ſaid, I can pour out 
my whole Heart, and Soul, and Spirit, and Life in 
Prayer.“ She aſked, ** Can you rejoice in Gop ?** He 
replied, ©* Yes; I have not the leaſt Doubt of my Sal- 
vation. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that I ſhall 
ſtand before him in that Day. I know my Saviour is 
now at the right Hand of Gop, and that he is praying 
for me. I fee the Gates of Heaven ſtand open, and 
Jesvs ſtands with open Arms to receive me. Then he 
cried, © Let me go! I muſt be gone?” She aſke _, 

| | « Whither 
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Whither he wou'd go? He faid, To my Gon; 
and burſt out, Come Lox D Jesus! The Harveſt is 
ready. Come, Loxp, and put in the Sickle!” 


26. The next morning, Satur. 15. his Sweats ſtop- { 


ped. All proper Means were uſed to recover them. 
e ſaid, ** I believe, they will not return. But I have 


left all to Gop. My Heart is full of Goo. I know 


he will appear the Second Time, without Sin, unto Sal- 
vation. | = 3 

Aſter lying a ſhort Time, he broke out into vehe- 
ment Prayer, firſt for the Church, and then for himſelf: 
Crying out aloud, Open the Heavens, O my God, 
and come down into my Soul! Come, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, and plunge me into Gop ! Carry me, ye 
Angels, to the Boſom of my Gop. Bear me to the 
Feet of Jzsus!” Then with Smiles of Triumph, not 
tobe expreſt, he cried, ©* Jesvs is coming! Now I ſhall 
ſee the unclouded Face of Jzsvs ! 'Tis finiſh'd! Tis 
finiſh'd ! Jesvs is come! Jesvs is come! 


For us is prepar'd 
The Angelical Guard, 
The Convoy attends 
A miniſtring Hoſt of inviſible Friends! 


« Ready-wing'd for their Flight 
To the Regions of Light 
| The Horſes are come, 
The Chariots of Mrael to carry me home!” 


One called aloud to his Mother to come. He ſaid, 
* You may call; but Gop will not ſtop one Moment. 
He fpake no more, till he reſign'd his Spirit into the 
Hands of God. Do 885795 


— 


N 


